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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) plans to upgrade existing infrastructure
that handles stormwater discharge from the Argonaut Mine Dam, which must comply with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). CEQA requires public agencies to assess the impacts of their
projects on historical resources. In addition, the project may involve input from the Environmental
Protection Agency that will require compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act that requires federal agencies to consider the effects of their undertakings on historic properties and
give the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation a reasonable opportunity to comment on such
undertakings.

This cultural assessment presents the results of identification efforts in compliance withDT SC6 s
regulatory responsibilities under CEQA and also meets the requirements of Section 106 (36 Code of
Federal Regulations Part 800) to show that a reasonable and good faith effort has been made to
identify historic properties. A records search conducted by the North Central Information Center did not
identify any previously identified resources within the project area. Based on the records search results,
additional background research, and the results of the cultural resources field assessment, the
Argonaut Mine Dam Stormwater Upgrade Project would not result in direct or indirect adverse effects to
historic-age architectural or archaeological resources. Therefore, no historic properties would be
significantly impacted by project implementation.

Cultural Resources Assessment February 2022
The Argonaut Mine Dam Retrofit Project i



This page intentionally left blank

Cultural Resources Assessment February 2022
The Argonaut Mine Dam Retrofit Project ii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

SUMMATY OF FINAINGS ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e nnbnnreeeeeeeaannes [

1 Project Location and DEeSCHPLION ........ccooeeiiiii e 1

A S (=T 1] o (o] o A O 0] o1 (=) AP P TP PTT PP OPPPPPPPPPPPTN 5

2.1 National Register of Historic Places Evaluation Crteria ...........ccccuuuivmiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieninnnenn, 5

2.2 California Environmental QUAIILY ACT........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 5

2.3 ASSEMDBIY Bill D2... . e e e e e aer e e 7

P o 1R (o (Tl 11 =T [ O PP PP T PP PPOPPPPPPPPRN 8

G T = 7= T (o | o 11 T 9

3.1 ENVIFONMENTAI SEEING .....vieeiiiiieiiiiiiite et e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e ssbb e e e e e eeeeeeanes 9

K T2 O U1 (8 = 1 IS~ 1 (] o P 9

N R o (=1 0151 (o] VPP PPRPPP PP 9

3.2.2  ENNOGIAPNY ..ot a e e e 10

3.2, HIS Oy e ————————————————— 11

LItErature REVIEBW ... .o 13

Field INVESHIQAtiONS ..o 15

6 ManagemMENT SUMMEAIY .......ccoi it e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeeas 21

ST R U T = g o1 o F= L(=To I i o £ PPPRPPPPP 21

6.2 HUMAN REIMAINS ...uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiietieeeteeeeeeseeassesssaessesseessseessessssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssnsnnsnens 21

T REIEIENCES. ... 22
APPENDIX

Appendix A Records Search Results (Confidential)

LIST OF TABLES

Table 1. Summary of Previous INVESGAtiONS.............uuiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeiieeereeereeseeesseeseeeseessserrrerrererreer————————. 14
Table 2. Summary of Previously Documented Resources within 0.25 Mile of Project ............ccvvvvveeeee. 14
Cultural Resources Assessment February 2022

The Argonaut Mine Dam Retrofit Project iii



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1. Regional LOCALION IMBID .. ..uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e eseesssnsssnssnnnsnne 2
Figure 2. ProjeCt LOCALION IMBID ... ... et sesssesssnsssnssnnssnnes 3
FIgure 3. ProjECE EIBIMENLS ........eiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e annnrne s 4
Figure 4. Looking from site towards HiIghWay 49 ............oeiiiiiiiiiiiiiice e 15
Figure 5. View of site from the corner of Vogan Toll Road and Sutter Street...........ccccceevciiiiiiiiinnennee, 16
Figure 6. Historic era shed across fence line on adjacent property ........ccccovvveeeriieiiiii e 16
Figure 7. Large blackberry Dramble ... .. ... e 17
Figure 8. Large blackberry Dramble ... . ... oo 17
Figure 9. View of project area from Argonaut DIiVE........ccooiuiiiiiiiii e e e 18
Figure 10. Retaining wall built aCroSS SULEr Street........ccovviiiiiiii e e 18
Figure 11. Blackberry Bramble growing across Sutter Street near retaining wall..............ccccccoeeeeennee 19
[ Lo (UL (ST I = Vo [] o = - U 19
Figure 13. Prior use of staging area With aCCeSS r0ad............uvciiiiiieiiiiiiiiii e e 20
Figure 14. Prior US€ Of StAgING GI€a.........uciiiiiiiiiieiiiiiii e eeeee et s s e e e e e e e et s s e e e e e e e e aett s e e eeeeeeetannn e eeeeeees 20

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

AB Assembly Bill

B.P. Before Present

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act
CRHR California Register of Historical Resources
DTSC Department of Toxic Substances Control
Jackson Jackson High School, Jackson, CA

NAHC Native American Heritage Commission
NCIC North Central Information Center

NRHP National Register of Historic Places

PRC Public Resources Code

OHP Office of Historic Preservation

SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer

TCP tribal cultural property

TCR tribal cultural resource

USDA United States Department of Agriculture
USGS United States Geological Survey

Cultural Resources Assessment February 2022

The Argonaut Mine Dam Retrofit Project iv



1 PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The Argonaut Mine Dam Stormwater Upgrade Project site is located within Jackson, Amador County,
California (Figure 1 and Figure 2) beginning at the intersection of Vogan Toll Road and Sutter Street
and continues to the intersection of Sutter Street and Highway 49. Surrounding land use includes a
residential neighborhood to the south and downtown Jackson to the southeast, with open space to the
northwest and west. Elevations at the project site range from approximately 1,300 to 1,200 feet above
mean sea level. Soil within the project boundaries is a combination of two varieties of the Auburn soll
series consisting of very rocky silt loams of varying depth.

The current project consists of upgrades to the existing infrastructure that handles stormwater
discharge from the Argonaut Mine Dam. This cultural assessment summarizes the proposed project
and the project elements depicted in Figure 3. A detailed description is presented in the Basis of Design
prepared for the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) by AECOM (formerly URS
Corporation).

The project will involve stormwater from the dam that is currently discharged into an existing open
drainage channel on the east side of Argonaut Drive. The Phase Il Stormwater upgrade project will
expand the capacity of the downstream stormwater drainage system to current standards to mitigate
potential stormwater flood risk. The upgrade will involve the construction of a 36-inch pipeline which will
be trenched along Sutter Street from Vogan Toll Road, changing to a 42-inch diameter near the
intersection of Sutter St. and Hwy 49. The pipeline will then be jacked and bored underneath Highway
49 to minimize disruption of existing public facilities. Open trenching will be performed on the east side
of Hwy 49. Currently, stormwater discharges into Jackson Creek at a 10-foot by 10-foot box culvert via
a 36-inch storm drainpipe. The existing 36-inch storm drainpipe that drains into the culvert will be
replaced by a 48-inch pipe.
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Figure 1. Regional Location Map
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Figure 2. Project Location Map
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Figure 3. Project Elements
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